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MISSION 

Strengthen Macomb County by connecting community challenges with high-
impact solutions. 
 

VISION 

Macomb County is a thriving, collaborative, and philanthropic community. 
 

VALUES  
 

Trust 

We strive to become a pillar of integrity, reliability, and fairness both through 
internal operations and external support. 

Equity 

We believe that disparities in our communities can be resolved by prioritizing 
support to organizations that face barriers to success, empower diverse 
community leaders, and create an inclusive environment. 

Leadership 

We reflect our collective assets of business and leadership skills to the 
advancement of our communities. 

Collaboration 

We actively work to break down silos and find innovative solutions to leverage 
organizational strengths and overcome weaknesses. Advancing Macomb is a 
conduit, convener, and advocate for the enhancement of our communities.  
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Corporate Sponsors 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://healthcare.ascension.org/Locations/Michigan/MIDET/Detroit-Ascension-St-John-Hospital
https://www.consumersenergy.com/
https://www.henryford.com/
https://www.itc-holdings.com/
https://liparifoods.com/
https://www.mclaren.org/macomb/mclaren-macomb-home
https://www.wnj.com/
https://www.macomb.edu/
https://apparatussolutionsinc.com/
https://www.chaldeanfoundation.org/
https://trionworks.com/
https://macombcountychamber.com/
https://www.orlaw.com/
https://shrcci.com/
https://www.wm.com/
https://rlgbuilds.com/
https://www.restoration1.com/clinton-township/
https://www.gm.com/
https://www.53.com/
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Philanthropic Partners 

     

 

 

 

 

 

Individual Donors 

 

• John Blanchard 

• Thomas Brisse  

• Mick Brody  

• Lauren Brosch 

• Matthew Casey  

• Mark Cullen 

• David Girodat  

• Thom Lipari  

• John A. Nitz  

• Brian Pilarski  

• Barbara Rossmann  

• James O. Sawyer IV, Ed.D  

• Maria Silamianos & Craig Sherman  

• Kelly Walters 

  

https://cfsem.org/
https://empoweringmichigan.com/foundation/
https://kaboom.org/
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Leadership  
Board of Directors 

JAMES O. SAWYER IV, Ed.D. 
Macomb Community College 

Board Chair 

GAYLE JOSEPH 
Goodwill of Greater Detroit 

JOHN BLANCHARD 
General Motors 

Board Co-Vice Chair 

KATHLEEN KLEIN 
Waste Management 

BRIAN PILARSKI 
Kapnick Insurance 

Board Co-Vice Chair 

THOM LIPARI 
Lipari Foods 

PAUL TRULIK 
Apparatus Solutions 

Board Treasurer 

KELLEY LOVATI, Ph.D. 
Macomb County Chamber of Commerce 

KELLY WALTERS 
First State Bank 
Board Secretary 

MARTIN MANNA 
The Chaldean Community Foundation 

TOM BRISSE 
McLaren Macomb Hospital 

WILLIAM MOTT 
Ascension Macomb-Oakland Hospital 

MICHAEL BRODY 
Biewer Lumber 

TOMARA NOLEN 
DTE Energy 

LAUREN BROSCH 
CMS Energy 

JOHN NITZ 
O'Reilly Rancilio P.C. 

MATT CASEY 
Warner Norcross + Judd 

BARBARA ROSSMANN 
Henry Ford Macomb Hospitals 

MARK CULLEN 
USI Insurance Services 

MARIA SILAMIANOS 
Trion Solutions, Inc. 

DAVID GIRODAT 
Fifth Third Bank 

STACY ZIARKO 
Sterling Heights Regional Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry 

Staff 

Diane Banks    Executive Director 

Angela Lenda   Program Manager 

Autumn Colombo  Social Media Coordinator 

Thomas Barnes  Breaking Barriers to Play Program Coordinator 

Karl Haye   Breaking Barriers to Play Program Coordinator 
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Program Overview 
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MACOMB COUNTY PHILANTHROPIC INVESTMENT STUDY 
 

Advancing Macomb commissioned a study with the Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
at Grand Valley State University to better understand the disconnect between philanthropic 
need and opportunity in Macomb County. The study finds that despite ranking third in 
population, Macomb County ranks last in metro Detroit and Michigan for the number of 
charitable nonprofits per GDP. The research found significant disparities in philanthropic 
investment for Macomb County based nonprofits. While Macomb County has 16% of metro 
Detroit’s population, it receives only 2% of grants awarded by Michigan’s private foundations 
and only 1% of grants awarded by the nation’s largest foundations. 

Moving forward, these findings create an opportunity to mobilize philanthropic support at all 
levels – from volunteers, community groups and municipalities to regional and national 
foundations. We must increase philanthropic investments in Macomb County to aid existing 
nonprofits and attract new organizations — our communities will only grow stronger as a 
result. 

 

 

 



  

Advancing Macomb 2022 Annual Report   7 

  



  

Advancing Macomb 2022 Annual Report   8 

Highlights from 2022 

Cascade in the Shade Opens to the Public 

Cascade in the Shade, an artistic community play fountain at 
Shadyside Park in Mount Clemens, officially opened to the 
public on Aug. 19, 2022. The project is a community effort 
between Advancing Macomb, the City of Mount Clemens and 
the Anton Art Center to provide opportunities for play in 
underutilized parks. Advancing Macomb helped to secure the 
funding to make the play fountain possible. 

 

Shadyside Park Enhanced with Tree Planting  

In October, Advancing Macomb gave the new play fountain 
another boost with a tree planting event at Shadyside Park in 
Mount Clemens. We worked in partnership with Consumers 
Energy, Macomb County Planning & Economic Development, 
the City of Mount Clemens, the River Acres Community Group 
and ReLeaf Michigan to obtain and plant trees in the areas 
around the play fountain. 

 

Cairns Community Center Reopens 

Advancing Macomb is proud to have secured the funding 
needed to reopen the Cairns Community Center in Mount 
Clemens. The center plays a vital role in our community by 
keeping kids active while providing a safe place for them to 
grow and play. Because of the funding Advancing Macomb 
secured, the City of Mount Clemens was able to contract with 
TCB Youth Mentoring as the new operating partner for the 
center. Cairns reopened in the summer of 2022, offering youth 
sports and recreational activities to help create a physically 
active and healthy community. More than 300 kids have 
signed up for programming since the center’s reopening. 

 

https://mountclemensmi.govoffice3.com/?pri=0
https://www.theartcenter.org/
https://www.consumersenergy.com/
https://www.consumersenergy.com/
https://ped.macombgov.org/PED-Home
https://mountclemens.gov/
https://www.releafmichigan.org/
https://mountclemens.gov/
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Nonprofit Roundtable Series Grows and Expands 

Advancing Macomb expanded its Nonprofit Roundtable 
series throughout 2022. During the pandemic, we developed 
the roundtable concept to provide nonprofit leaders with a 
virtual platform to connect, learn and share. Today, more 
than 80 nonprofit organizations participate in the monthly 
roundtable series. In addition to connecting local nonprofit 
organizations with resources, training, and funding, we 
facilitated many opportunities for collaboration. 

 

Breaking Barriers to Play Awarded Project Play Grant 

Advancing Macomb was awarded a $50,000 grant from 
Project Play and the William Davidson Foundation to support 
its Breaking Barriers to Play initiative. Breaking Barriers to 
Play lowers the cost of in-town recreation that is community 
and family-centered. The program is a public-private, cost-
sharing partnership that offers recreation to communities, 
allowing youth to participate in recreational activities in their 

own communities at little to no cost. The grant enables us to bring Breaking Barriers to Play to 
additional municipalities throughout Macomb County. 

 

Eastside Community Hub Revitalization Project Federal Investment 

Advancing Macomb was approved for $480,000 in federal funding through Congressman Andy 
Levin’s office to support the Eastside Community Hub Revitalization Project. The requested 
funds for this project will be used to improve public facilities and services for programming that 
will empower at-risk youth and their families in two economically disadvantaged communities 
in Macomb County: Mount Clemens and Eastpointe. This project is a valuable use of taxpayer 
funds because youth in these communities have experienced greater hardships due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and continued disinvestments into public facilities, which limits their 
potential for economic mobility. This funding will be used to support after-school programming 
focused on economic mobility. 
 

  

https://www.projectplaysemi.org/
https://williamdavidson.org/
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Looking Ahead 
 
Our work throughout 2022 reflected the importance of collaboration and partnership to solve 
community challenges. With the continued support of our community partners, we are 
confident that we will expand our reach in 2023. We will continue to seek new opportunities to 
enrich the lives of Macomb County residents and create a thriving environment to live, learn, 
recreate, and innovate. 
 
This is an inspiring time for all of us at Advancing Macomb as we continue the great work of 
2022 and embark on new initiatives in support of our 2023 priorities – to improve the quality of 
life and economic vitality in Macomb County, to advocate for solutions to community 
challenges, and to ignite a culture of philanthropy in Macomb County. 
 
Lofty goals, indeed. But with the support of our board, community partners, and supporters, we 
can get it done. 
 
Together, we are advancing Macomb County.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advancing Macomb 
21 N. Main Street 

Mount Clemens, MI 48043 
www.advancingmacomb.com 

586-651-0055 

http://www.advancingmacomb.com/

